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‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA ‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 


a ae Si pega APPLICATION EXTENSION: The California 
Hed 00st ety State University announced Monday that it will 
er Art Museum Oct. 26 for the return up ae 
UN; h b extend the deadline for admissions applications 
Ch es ener a eee for those who have been affected by the North 


ee oe = Be ane Bay wildfires from Nov. 30 to Dec. 15, upon 
Letters staged more than 20 activities, which included : ees 
; : : request. ‘lhey will also waive application fees for 
a live flute presentation and 360-degree dance perfor- 
up to four campuses. 





mances. Go to Facebook.com/StateHornet for more 


on the event and other campus news. GAS PRICE INCREASE: California’s base gaso- 


line excise tax is going up by 12 cents on Nov. 1, 
raising the total base gasoline excise tax amount 
by 30 cents per gallon. California’s excise tax on 
diesel will increase by 20 cents as well. ‘The tax 

was mandated under SB-1, a legislative package 
designed to fund repairs for infrastructure. 


As a video feature to go with our special 

gun issue, four State Hornet editors with 

varying experience using guns went to a 

shooting range at the Cordova Shooting 

Center on Oct. 10 to try to understand 
the appeal. Go to You Tube.com/StateHornet to 
watch this video and others. 


Sac State student ‘iffany Smith collected 
donations in the Library Quad ‘Tues- 

day for people who were affected by the 
recent North Bay fires that resulted in 23 
deaths and more than 6,000 structures 
burned to the ground. Smith volunteered to collect 
food and toiletries on behalf of the United Sorority 








and Fraternity Council. Follow @StateHornet for To stay up to date with news, 
+ STAFF similar photo features. go to statehornet.com/news 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF CULTURE EDITOR FACULTY ADVISER CORRECTIONS 
Barbara Harvey Sharlene Phou Stu VanAirsdale 
editor@statehornet.com culture@statehornet.com stvcsus@gmail.com In Volume 72, Issue 9 of The State Hornet, the following corrections are 
listed: 
MANAGING EDITOR OPINION EDITOR ADVERTISING On Page 8, it was reported that the bicycle racks by The WELL have 
Kameron Schmid Khanlin Rodgers INQUIRIES already been moved. In fact, they are in the process of being moved. 
editor@statehornet.com opinion@statehornet.com ads@statehornet.com On Page 9, it was reported that two bicycle thefis were reported to have 
occured during staffed hours. In fact, it was one theft. Additionally, it was 

DIGITAL EDITOR PHOTO EDITOR reported that the Jenkins bike compound 1s separate from Jenkins Hall. 
Vu Chau Matthew Nobert Cover art by In fact, they are the same, and Jenkins Hall has therefore seen 18 bicycles 
vkchau2020@gmail.com mdnob40@gmail.com stolen in the past two years instead of 16. 

Tyl er McElmu HY On page 12, a photograph was incorrectly attributed to Liam Braddy, 
NEWS EDITOR COPY EDITOR and Barbara Harvey when in fact it was taken by Russ Hons. 
Claire Morgan Robert Todd We regret these errors. 
news@statehornet.com robert.bernard.todd@gmail.com . 
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The pharmacy at The WELL offers contraceptives to current students, often at cheaper prices than 
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retail pharmacy stores. Sac State will add a vending machine soon. 


BIRTH CONTROL VENDING MACHINE COMING TO CAMPUS 


CONTRACEPTIVES AND - 
OVER-THE-COUNTER 
HEALTHCARE COMING — 
SOON TO SAC STATE 








Raul Hernandez 
@raul_hdez04 


Sami Soto 


@itssamisoto 





Sacramento State will become 
one of a number of colleges to 
have a vending machine dispens- 
ing over-the-counter medica- 
tion and healthcare products on 
campus. 

The date of completion is un- 
known, as it is still in the planning 


process, but the project is being 
by The WELL’s 


Pharmacist in Charge, Janet 
Dumonchelle. 

“T’m looking at that as a po- 
tential option as something that 
would benefit the student com- 
munity,” 
“Next year would be a nice goal, 
would be a nice goal to get some- 
thing going.” 


The location for the new 


Dumonchelle _ said. 


vending machine has not yet 
been determined, though having 
it in a location that’s accessible 24 
hours a day would be ideal. Du- 
monchelle said, for security rea- 
sons, they would want a location 
that’s generally safe to access. 


UC Davis installed a similar 
vending machine this past April, 
which they call “Wellness to Go”. 
It dispenses products including 
Advil, emergency contraceptives 
and feminine hygiene products. 

Dumonchelle plans on speak- 
ing to UC Davis about how they 
run their vending machine and 
the vendors they use in planning 
for Sac State’s. 

The ideas for installing vend- 
ing machines at schools like Po- 
mona College, UC Davis and 
Stanford were all student-con- 
ceived. Though Dumonchelle is 
heading the project for Sac State, 
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“| think it will be easier for students without 
having to go ask someone,” Candelario said. “If 
you're in a situation where you don’t want to tell 

anyone you could just go to the vending machine.” 


- Carmen Candelario 
Psychology major 





she is looking to incorporate ideas from a 
former student. 

“IT also know a pharmacist who got 
her MBA here from Sac State,” Du- 
monchelle said. “A vending machine 
carrying these products was a business 
project of hers.” 

Over the past few years, several col- 
leges across the country have had vend- 
ing machines similar to UC Davis’ in- 
stalled, including UC Santa Barbara, 
Dartmouth College, and most recently, 
Stanford University. 

“T think it would be a good idea,” said 
senior psychology major Carmen Can- 
delario. “Because sometimes it’s easier to 
go to a vending machine than to try to go 
to a store.” 

In. April 2013, a federal judge ruled 
in favor of emergency contraceptive 
being accessible over the counter to 
anyone, regardless of age. Previously 
only those who were over 17 could buy 
the drug with proper identification, and 
those who were younger had to obtain a 
prescription. 

Since 2006, the ruling over the age 
limit for emergency contraceptive has 
been changed twice by the FDA. One 
notable concern was the responsibility of 
allowing young teens access to the drug 
and the potential for abuse. 

“Safety is always going to be our main 
concern,’ Dumonchelle said. “Whatever 
is put in the vending machines, if there’s 
any possibility for abuse, I feel we can 
find novel delivery methods that will ser- 
vice the students.’ 

While having a vending machine 
dispensing products such as emergen- 
cy contraceptives would be convenient, 
over-the-counter medication and health- 
care products are also available at ‘The 
WELL ’s pharmacy. 

Student privacy is one thing that 
the pharmacy takes seriously, as a lot 
of students go there to purchase emer- 
gency contraception, according to 
Dumonchelle. 

“T think, for the most part, they feel 
comfortable coming in here because we 
try to be very discreet,” Dumonchelle 
said. “Most of the time, if they have a 


concern about privacy, they'll request a 
consultation with a pharmacist.” 

The discreteness of getting emergen- 
cy contraception from vending machines, 
rather than having a face-to-face interac- 
tion with someone, is something that ap- 
peals to students. Students who face any 
type of hesitation or embarrassment will 
have easy access to products without hav- 
ing to talk to any medical personnel. 

“IT think it will be easier for students 
without having to go ask someone,” 
Candelario said. “If you’re in a situation 
where you don’t want to tell anyone, you 
could just go to the vending machine.” 

Chloe Welch, who has worked at 
The WELL’s pharmacy for three years, 
said many students aren’t aware of the 
healthcare offered to them on campus, 
including urgent care drop-in and the 
pharmacy. 

“We have over-the-counter medi- 
cation and pretty reasonable prices,” 
Welch said. “We get good traffic during 
the week, especially Mondays and 
Tuesdays.” 

Students can buy Plan B for $21.70 at 
the pharmacy located inside ‘The WELL. 
At other pharmacies like ‘Target and 
Walmart, emergency contraceptives can 
range in price from $35-$50. 

For a vending machine, Dumonchelle 
hopes to keep the product prices as rea- 
sonable as The WELL’s pharmacy prices. 


“It’s a matter of trying and finding 
J > oS 


vendors (to supply the vending ma- 
chine),’ Dumonchelle said. “It’s very 
important, whatever system we look at, 
that the prices will be comparable, and 
if there is a difference, it would be minor, 
like 50 cents.” 

A vending machine located on cam- 
pus could also create more accessibility, 
not just for emergency contraceptives, 
but for items such as as condoms, ibu- 
profen and cold medication, which Du- 
monchelle said flies off the shelves during 
the winter months, 

“This will create accessibility to 
certain products,” Dumonchelle said. 
“We’re always looking for ways for things 
to be more accessible.” 
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NEWS : 


SAC 





SAYS 


Condoms, monthly birth control prescriptions and emergency 
contraceptives are offered at The WELL and will soon be available 
in a 24-hour access vending machine located on campus. So what 
do students at Sac State think of the contraceptives offered on 
campus, and do they use them? We asked and invite you to an- 


swer as well by using the hashtag #SacStateSays on social media. 





“| get (contraceptives) at 
a doctor's office. | think 
the vending machine is 
a cool concept for col- 
lege students living on 
campus. Obviously it’s 
a time of exploration, 

and if anything happens, 
it’s right there, and you 

don't have to schea- 
ule an appointment.” 


free condoms,’ and | 
say ‘Oh, why not?’ They 
do enough here so 
now it’s on the person 
to act responsibly. It’s 
not like they’re gonna 
drop (condoms) in ev- 
eryone’s room and be 
like, ‘Here, take this.’ ” 


- Natalie Saenz - Adam Rodriguez 
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“(The WELL) says, ‘Hey, 
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¢ Why or why don't you use Sac 
State’s offered contraceptives? »» 





oa 


o to my doctor 
from home. Most of my 
friends don’t get their 
stuff from here. They'd 
use it more if they had 
more name-brand stuff.” 


- Delaney Foote 
Child development 





“| go to Rite-Aid or CVS 
because | commute from 
home, so | don’t use it at 
all. | still think it’s a good 
idea since anything can 
happen for students who 
live at the dorms and 

don’t know what to do.” 


- Eddie Maqbool 
Kinestology 


#SacStateSays 








“| go to a doctor. | think 
what Sac State offers 
is great, but how they 
offer it is a little personal. 
When | go to the gym, 


they're just kind of out 


there yelling, and people 

aren‘t gonna want to walk 

up to them. | feel uncom- 
ortable because that’s 
a personal situation.” 


- Lily Asbill 
Child development... 
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SAC STATE PRESIDENT INKS 6 DEALS 
WITH 3 CHINESE UNIVERSITIES TO 
SWAP STUDENTS AND FACULTY 


Claire Morgan 
Qjemapelleclaire 


Robert Nelsen tweeted 
Sunday that Sacramento State has 


President 


signed six exchange agreements with 
three Chinese universities. 

According to Paul Hofmann, the As- 
sistant Vice President for International 
Programs and Global Engagement, 
agreements with Being Union Univer- 
sity were signed on Oct. 19, agreements 
with Beying Foreign Studies University 
were signed on Oct. 20 and agreements 
with Hangzhou Normal University 
were signed on Oct. 23. 

Hofmann said there were three dif- 
ferent types of agreements that were 
signed. 

The first type of agreement is the 
Ceremonial Memorandums of Under- 
standing, which is a commitment to en- 
gage in faculty exchange and participa- 
tion in joint research. ‘Two Ceremonial 
Memorandums of Understanding were 
signed with Beijing Union University 
and Hangzhou Normal University. 

The next type of agreement is the 
Student Exchange Agreement, which 
is a commitment to exchange students 
for a semester or an academic year. ‘Two 
Student Exchange Agreements were 
signed with Beying Union University 
and Hangzhou Normal University as 
well. 

The final type of agreement is the 
Articulation Agreement, which 
commitment to split two years of study 
at each university toward a certificate. 
Two Articulation Agreements were 


is a 


signed with Being Foreign Studies 
University for international MBA pro- 
grams and Hangzhou Normal Univer- 


sity for MA programs in mathematics. 

Hofmann said that most of the work 
had been done prior to Nelsen’s trip; 
however, the meeting served to finalize 
the agreements and introduce the uni- 
versities’ presidents. 

Previously, all international oppor- 
tunities for Sac State students to study 
abroad in China or for the University 
to receive Chinese international stu- 
dents went through the Chancellor’s 
office, making this Sac State’s first inde- 
pendent international agreement with 
China. 

Sac State is hoping to start the 
agreements in the fall semester of 2018 
with one-for-one or two-for-two stu- 
dent swaps. According to Hofmann, 
exchanges have to be balanced per 
agreements. 

He said that the department hopes 
to eventually exchange five students at a 
time, depending on demand from each 
side. 

“It gives us an opportunity to send 
our students abroad and allow them 
to experience what’s going on in the 
world,” said Hofmann. 

He said that China, in particular, has 
seen rapid economic growth, which he 
called “mind boggling.” 

“Change was everywhere, and China 
drove into me that we too must change, 
or we, especially our students and our 
economy, will be left behind,” Nelsen 
said. “We signed six agreements while 
we were in China so that our students 
and faculty could engage in reciprocal 
exchange programs.” 

Nelsen’s tweet said that he was “jet- 
lagged but happy for our faculty (and) 
staff.” 





Sacramento State President Robert Nelsen, right, poses with the president of Hangzhou 


Photo courtesy of Robert Nelsen 


NELSEN SIGNS EXCHANGE AGREEMENTS 


Normal University, Ye Gao Xiang, after agreeing to three exchange programs. 
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Former Sacramento State center Eric Stuteville, middle, was selected No. 1 overall by the Northern Arizona Suns, the Phoenix Suns affiliate, in the 2017 NBA G League Draft on Oct. 21. 


Former Hornet No. 1 pick in NBA G League 


Northern Arizona Suns take Stuteville with first overall pick 


Will Moon 
@MoonMan0305 





Eric Stuteville was waiting to 
watch the 2017 NBA G League 
Draft on Oct. 21 when the for- 
mer Sacramento State center got 
a call from his agent. 

The Northern Arizona Suns 
— the Phoenix Suns affiliate 
— would select Stuteville No. | 
overall. Prior to the pick, no oth- 
er player from Sac State had ever 
been drafted in the first round. 

“He told me that I was the first 
pick, and I was like, ‘Are you kid- 
ding me?’ ” Stuteville said. “It was 
almost surreal — I would (have 
been) thankful to be drafted in 
any position.” 


In July, the Orangevale native 
played with the Kings in Las Ve- 
gas, Nevada, in the NBA Summer 
League. He played 22 minutes 
and made 2-of-4 free-throw at- 
tempts, and he said that playing 
alongside NBA players gave him 
newfound confidence. 

“The number one way that the 
Summer League really helped me 
was acknowledging that a player 
of my caliber and talent can play 
at this level,” Stuteville said. “Be- 
ing around that environment, I 
started to understand the business 
aspect of (the game) and proving 
to yourself that you can play with 
these guys.” 

Of the three former Hornets 
previously drafted, guard Mikh 
McKinney réeceived “the ‘highest 


pick in 2016 when the Suns se- 
lected him in the second round 
(25th overall). 

Stuteville played every game 
in his four-year collegiate career 
and set a school record for most 
games played (125) during his se- 
nior season in 2016-17. He also 
became the first center in Sac 
State history to score 1,000 career 
points and blocked the most shots 
(149) in the program’s Division I 
history. 

Forward Nick Hornsby started 
all 31 games alongside Stuteville 
in 2016-17 and is playing profes- 
sionally this season for the Gies- 
sen 46ers in Germany. Hornsby 
said he saw news of the draft on 
social media after a game with 
Giessen and’ immediately’ ‘called 


his former teammate. 

“IT was very excited for him,” 
Hornsby said. “But it was kind 
of more of a time to get to busi- 
ness and make the next step (to) 
get better and prove everybody 
wrong — that’s been his (and my) 
mentality throughout the four 
years knowing each other.” 

As with McKinney — who 
worked out with Stuteville in Sac- 
ramento this summer after play- 
ing in the G League last season 
with the Delaware 87ers — Sac 
State was the only college to re- 
cruit Stuteville out of high school. 

Sac State coach Brian Katz 
said Stuteville never played on an 
organized basketball team before 
his sophomore year at Casa Roble 


High School and Was cut fromy the: 


team his freshman year, but his 
commitment level with the Hor- 
nets helped lead to a “dramatic” 
improvement. 

“When I got a text that (Stute- 
ville) was the Suns’ No. 1 pick, I 
was actually kind of surprised — 
that’s not a slight on Eric — that’s 
such a huge honor that you’ve got 
to double-check it when you hear 
it,’ Katz said. 

Now in Prescott Valley, Arizo- 
na, and practicing with the Suns, 
Stuteville said he is working on 
free throws, rebounding, finishing 
shots and building a competitive 
presence on the court, as he com- 
petes for a spot on the final team 
roster. 
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- Coach rooted at Sac State for next 7 years 


Christiansen signs contract 
extension to remain with 
the baseball team until 2024 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKKO023 


Sacramento State baseball 
coach Reggie Christiansen grew 
up in one of the largest red- 
wood mills in the world — now 
he’s found himself planted in the 
“City of Trees” for the next seven 
years. 

Christiansen, 42, signed a 
contract extension offered by Sac 
State Athletic Director Mark Orr 
on Oct. 19 to keep him coaching 
the Hornets until 2024. 

“My family and I are excited 
to be here,” Christiansen said. 
“Excited about the leadership of 
Mark Orr and (President Robert) 
Nelsen. Really excited to see the 
whole campus continue to grow 
and get better in the department.” 

In his seven years as head 
coach at Sac State, Christiansen 
has led the program to an overall 
record of 219-200 and 96-78 in 
the Western Athletic Conference. 
He has led the Hornets to a WAC 
‘Tournament Championship in 
two (2014, 2017) of the last four 
seasons. Christiansen has also 
achieved individual success after 
earning WAC Coach of the Year 
honors in 2012 and 2014. 

Christiansen has put his play- 
ers in successful situations for 
years, but Sac State nght-handed 
senior pitcher Austin Root said 
he’s well-liked due to his upfront 
nature. 

“He’s not going to sugarcoat 
anything, he’ll tell you how it 


is,” Root said. “From a player’s 


* standpoint, that’s what you want 


to know, you want to know where 
you stand.” 

Christiansen established this 
mindset growing up on the coast 
of Northern California in Sco- 
tia, a small lumber town based 
in Humboldt County. He played 
little league baseball as a child, 
and his passion for the game grew 
over the years, leading him to play 
in junior college and then at Men- 
lo College. 

He graduated from Menlo in 
1998, with a degree in business 
administration. Despite earning 
his degree in business, Christian- 
sen chose to chase his real passion 
in life. 

“I decided right when I grad- 
uated that I wanted to get into 
coaching and pursue that from 
the get-go really,” Christiansen 
said. 

Christiansen served as an assis- 
tant coach for Menlo from 1997- 
99. In between, he coached high 
school, but in 2002, he got his first 
collegiate head coaching oppor- 
tunity at Menlo for one season. 

He got his first job in coach- 
ing at the Division I level as a first 
base coach with the Kansas Jay- 
hawks for two seasons from 2003- 
04. Christiansen also earned his 
master’s degree from Kansas in 
2004 in health, sport and exercise. 

Before coming to Sac State in 
2009, he served as the head coach 
of South Dakota State University 
from 2006-2009. As coach of the 
Jackrabbits, Christiansen, turned 
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Sacramento State baseball coach Reggie Christiansen looks on as his team warms up for practice Oct. 24 at 
John Smith Field. Christiansen is 219-200 overall and 96-78 in the WAC during his seven years at the helm. 





“He's not going to sugarcoat anything, he'll tell you how 
it is. From a player's standpoint, that’s what you want 
to know, you want to know where you stand.” 


- Austin Root 
Sacramento State senior pitcher 





the team around from a 17-38 re- 
cord in his first season to 34-19 in 
his third. 

After helping South Dakota 
State transition from Division I 
to Division I in his fourth season, 
Christiansen came to Sacramento 
in 2009 to be an assistant under 
coach John Smith. 

“When I got here in 2009 as 
an assistant coach, the goal was 
to see the program improve each 
and every year,’ Christiansen 
said. 

He was then promoted in 2011 


to head coach following Smith's the, right.type, of people that gare 


retirement. 

Sac State senior first baseman 
Vinny Esposito said Christiansen 
keeps a level head in most situa- 
tions, which helps the Hornets 
during an up-and-down season. 

“He never really raises his 
voice or gets down really, so I 
think that’s important in coach- 
ing,” Esposito said. 

Christiansen said he attributes 
the winning culture at Sac State 
to his coaching staff. 

“IT think we’ve done a good 
job of surrounding ourselves with 


about the players with their devel- 
opment on the baseball side and 
as a person,” Christiansen said. 
“We've done a good job of re- 
cruiting the right type of person 
for our program.” 

Christiansen will be entering 
his eighth season at the helm of 
Sac State in 2018 and will host 
the PAC-12’s Washington Hus- 
kies to open the season on Feb 16. 

“We don’t always get the blue- 
chip kid or the best player, but we 
get the night fit for us,” Christian- 
sen said. 
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Sacramento State junior forward Brad Bumgarner fends off a UC Santa Barbara defender Oct. 18 at Hornet Field. Sac State will play CSUN Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Matador Soccer 


Field in Los Angeles, California. 


Men's soccer team confronts CSUN in Big West quarterfinals 


Matthew Nobert 
@munobert?2020 


The Sacramento State men’s 
soccer team is headed back to the 
playoffs for the second straight 
season and will be meeting a fa- 
miliar foe. 

The Hornets (8-8-2, 4-4-2 Big 
West Conference) will kick off 
the Big West Tournament quar- 
terfinals against California State 
University, Northridge. CSUN 
knocked Sac State out of the 
tournament last season in over- 
time penalty kicks, ending the col- 
legiate careers of 10 seniors. 

“It'll forever be a bitter memo- 


ry of mine knowing that we lost in 
penalties, this fight will not just be 
for this year’s group but last year’s 
group, said Paul Geyer, the Hor- 
nets senior midfielder. 

After graduating 10 seniors 
and adding 10 freshmen, a return 
to the playoffs seemed unlikely to 
the rest of the conference but still 
remained an obtainable goal for 
the Hornets. 

“Yeah, I thought we could do 
it, it wasn’t pie-in-the-sky hope- 
ful, but I think we had enough 
(returners and talent) coming in 
that we could make a run for the 
postseason,” said Michael Linen- 
berger, the Hornets head coach. 

Despite making it into the 
playoffs, Sac State players — such 


as senior goalkeeper James Del 
Curto — still feel disrespected by 
the conference. 

“T still think we are an under- 
dog because we are so young, and 
people are still doubting us, but 
our job is to go into (postseason) 
and prove everybody wrong,” Del 
Curto said. 

‘To prove its doubters wrong, 
Sac State will need to fix its 
goal-scoring inconsistencies in 
terms of finishing plays and an- 
gling the ball into the back of the 
net. In their last three games, the 
Hornets saw the height of the 
team’s scoring ability with a 5-1 
win over Cal Poly on Oct. 21 and 
it’s lowest with two zero-scoring 
games against UC Santa Barba- 


ra on Oct. 25 and UC Davis on 
Oct. 29. 

Another area of concern is 
Sac State’s performance in over- 
time, which stands at 2-2-2, and 
if they'll be able to stay composed 
should penalty kicks be brought 
back into the mix. 

“TI think the big thing is, is that 
we ve experienced overtime,” said 
Geyer. “If you’ve never been in 
overtime before, it can be kind 
of a freaky experience, but now 
we ve been in it a couple of times, 
won and lost, we'll know how to 
deal with it.” 

Due to these inconsistencies in 
scoring goals and in overtime — 
the question remains if Sac State 
can make it past CSUN, and if 


they can, do they have it in them 
to make a deep run in the Big 
West ‘Tournament? 

“That’s the 
question,” said Geyer. “I hope 
that we can win everything, (but) 
all I would say is we need to com- 
pete on the day and then let the 
soccer gods decide.” 

The Hornets will play CSUN 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Mat- 
ador Soccer Field in Los Angeles, 
California. 

“It’s a revenge match, for sure, 
they knocked us out last year in 
playoffs, so we’re hoping to go 
down there and give them a taste 
of their own medicine,” said Del 
Curto. 
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s Kick off postseas 


Mens Quarterfinals 


CSU Northridge 
November 1st 7 p.m. 


Matador Soccer Field, Los Angeles, CA 


Women’s Quarterfinals 


Northern Colorado 


November Ist 10:05 a.m. 
EWU Soccer Fiela, Cheney, WA 


Women’s soccer team 


clinches playoff spot for 
3rd straight year 


Carlo Marzan 
@SultanKoY 


For the third year in a row, the 
Sacramento State women’s soc- 
cer team is heading to the Big Sky 
Conference playoffs. 

Sac State — which accom- 
plished this ‘three-peat’ only once 
in program history from 2005-07 
— will play Northern Colorado 
in the Big Sky ‘Tournament Quar- 
terfinals Wednesday at 10:05 a.m. 
at EWU Soccer Field in Cheney, 
Washington. 

The Hornets (8-7-4, 3-3-4 Big 
Sky) started their season at 3-1 but 
stumbled in their next 11 games 
by going 3-6-2. Despite this, fresh- 
man forward Kylee Kim-Bustillos 
helped lead the team to a 2-0-2 


record in the last four games and 
finished with the most goals (11) 
on the team to make the playoffs 
as the No. 6 seed. 

“I always knew we would, like 
in the beginning of the season,” 
Kim-Bustillos said, referring to 
her team’s ability to squeeze into 
the playoffs. “We’ve overcome 
some obstacles and adversities, 
but we ended up making it.” 

Sac State was freshman heavy 
this year with 11 freshmen, in- 
cluding Kim-Bustillos, but the 
eight seniors on the team have 
been able to offer guidance to 
continue its postseason streak and 
prepare for the playoffs. 

“We have a younger team, so a 
lot of people haven’t experienced 
it yet,” said Andrea Boehm, the 
Hornets senior forward. “But we 
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Sacramento State junior midfielder Caitlin Prothe, left, celebrates with teammates after defeating Idaho 
State Oct. 13 at Hornet Field. Sac State will play Northern Colorado in the Big Sky Tournament Quarterfinals 
Wednesday at 10:05 a.m. at EWU Soccer Field in Cheney, Washington. 


have a lot of older girls that are 
there to kind of carry everyone 
and help everyone out with it.” 

Although freshman goalkeeper 
Aaliyah Fesili lacks playoff experi- 
ence, she said she understands the 
importance of the team’s chem- 
istry and wants to use it going 
forward. 

“TI just want us to have fun, 
that’s the main thing,” Fesili said. 
“When we get too competitive, 
then we lose sight of the main 
goal.” 

Sac State coach Randy Dedi- 
ni said he likes his chances going 
into the playoffs, and his confi- 
dence doesn’t stop there. 

“This team has been one of 


the best teams [ve had here in 
my 11 years coaching, not just on 
the field, but off the field,” Dedi- 
ni said. “The chemistry is just so 
tight, and those are the teams you 
really want to see succeed because 
they’re pulling for each other, and 
they love each other.” 

This chemistry will be put to 
the test against a Northern Colo- 
rado team that defeated the Hor- 
nets 1-0 in their only meeting of 
the season on Oct. | at Hornet 
Field. At the time, Dedini said he 
felt that his team ran into a hot 
goalkeeper in Northern Colora- 
do’s Madeline Burdick. 

“She made about three or four 
saves that, normally, a couple of 


those go in, so I think she saved 
their butts today,” Dedini said af- 
ter the match. 

Sac State hasn’t won the Big 
Sky ‘Tournament since 2010. 
However, if the Hornets can ac- 
complish this, they will guarantee 
themselves an invitation to the 
NCAA College Cup. 

“Now the fun starts,” Dedini 
said. “For (our) great senior class, 
we want to try and get into the 
NCAA ‘Tournament and play a 
bunch more games. Every game 
is important. 

“We win, we move on. We 
lose, then we’re out.” 











SPORTS ” 
Returners continue last year’s success 





WOMEN’S GOLF 


Sac State women’s golf team shines 
in first three tournaments, including 
a win at the Aggie Invitational 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





The Sacramento State wom- 
en’s golf team continued from 
where it left off a season ago after 
winning the Big Sky Conference 


and advancing to NCAA Region-. 


als for the first time since 2007. 

The Hornets returned four of 
its five starters, and they aim to 
make it past regionals, sophomore 
Nishtha Madan said. 

In three tournaments this sea- 
son, the Hornets finished second 
in the nine-team Cougar Cup 
(Sept. 18-19) and 13th in the 
18-team Golfweek Conference 
Challenge (Sept. 25-27) before 
winning the 10-team Aggie Invi- 
tational (Oct. 9-11) by 20 strokes. 

The Hornets are led by soph- 
omore Sofie Babic who leads 
the team with an average round 
of 73.22. However, in, the final 
round, her average score dropped 
to 71.7. 

“The more rounds you play, 
the better you get,” Babic said. 
“But I am also a person that 
will step it up at the end of the 
tournament.” 

In the final round of the Cou- 
gar Cup, Babic shot a 72 and 
moved up five spots in the stand- 
ings to finish in a tie for second. 
At the Aggie Invitational, she 
again shot a 72 and moved up to 
third place with four players being 
within two shots, Qf ET; oF 9s 





“Everyone, as individuals, has improved. Our worst 
round is not as bad as it had been last season.’ 


- Sofie Babic 
Sacramento State sophomore golfer 





“Her performance says it all,” 
Nishtha said. “She is a really 
strong golfer.” 

Nishtha had the lowest score 
on the team in the difficult Golf- 
week Conference Challenge in 
Wolcott, Colorado. While the 
team finished 13th, it was against 
a field that included Arizona, 
Louisville and Michigan. 

“T feel that the field at region- 
als was a bit stronger, but this was 
a close comparison to that,” said 
senior Astha Madan, who has the 
second lowest average score on 
the team. 

The course in Wolcott was 
hilly and windy, and it had similar 
conditions to what the Hornets 
faced in the postseason last year 
and what they are likely to face 
again, Nishtha said. Despite the 
conditions, all five golfers had at 
least one round that lowered their 
average. 

Sac State junior Julia Becker, 
who won a tournament and tied 
for another win a season ago, 
has an average round of 75.11 
this year. However, that score 1s 
slightly deceiving. Prior to the last 
tournament, she averaged a 74.33 
before recording scores of. 79 and 


80 to raise her average. Then, in 
the third round, she showed why 
she was named first-team Big Sky 
a season ago by shooting a 71. 

The fifth starter on an already 
young team is Corinne Viden, a 
freshman from Sweden. In three 
career matches, she has finished 
in the top 10 twice and has a scor- 
ing average of 74.78, which is 
third on the team. 

“Corinne has been a great 
freshman,” Astha said. “She is a 
really strong golfer who has em- 
braced being here, and she is just 
as motivated as the rest of the 
team.” 

Babic added that Viden brings 
a lot of energy to the team. 

“['m obviously very happy 
with how we have played,” Bab- 
ic said. “Everyone, as individuals, 
has improved. Our worst round 
is not as bad as it had been last 
season.” 

Sac State is currently playing 
in its final round at the Rainbow 
Wahine Invitational in Oahu, 
Hawaii. The Hornets are looking 
to defend the title that they won 
last season by seven strokes before 
taking a break until February. 
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Sacramento State sophomore Nishtha, left, and senior Astha Madan, 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 


In 2010, sisters Astha and 


Nishtha Madan made it their goal 
to earn a college golf scholarship 
in the United States while at ‘The 
Shri Ram School in Gurgaon, 
India. 

Astha, now a senior, was in 
ninth grade, and Nishtha, a soph- 
omore, was in seventh grade. 

The sisters went directly to the 
golf course each day after school 
at 2:30 p.m. to work on driving, 
putting and specific shots like hit- 
ting out of the sand, rough or fair- 
way. The pair pushed themselves 
until the sun went down. During 
the summer, they would play in 
amateur tournaments all around 
India. 

The sisters grew up in Gur- 
gaon, India, where Astha began 
playing sports from the time she 
was about 5 years old. Nishtha, 
who is two years younger, eagerly 
waited for her chance to play as 
she watched Astha participate in 
swimming, tennis, golf, track and 
soccer, 

They each played multiple 


Astha turned 10 before honing in 
their focus on just two sports. 

“We were playing a lot of 
sports for fun,” Astha said, “But 
after a point, we just played golf 
and tennis.” 

As each year passed, they were 
hitting the ball farther and more 
accurately on the golf course. 

Their skills earned 
chances to travel and play golf 
all around the world. First, 
Astha would qualify for interna- 
tional tournaments, then about 
two years later, Nishtha got her 
chance on the same stages. The 
Madan sisters played in countries 
like South Korea, Japan, Colom- 
bia and the United States. 

“T was not planning on staying 
in India for college,” Astha said. 
“I had set a goal to play collegiate 
golf and had been working to- 
wards that ever since.” 

In the summer before her final 
year of high school, Astha was 
one of three girls from India to 
qualify for the 2013 Junior World 
Golf Championships at ‘Torrey 
Pines Golf Course in San Diego. 

She finished with scores of 74 
in each of her first two rounds on 
the same course that hosted the 


them 
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After her final round, Astha 
had two recruiting visits sched- 
uled. ‘The first to San Diego State 
and the second to the University 
On her vis- 
it to San Diego State, the coach 
told Astha that she didn’t have 
any remaining scholarships avail- 
able. ‘The Aztecs coach knew that 
Astha was visiting USF the next 
day and recommended that she 
also visit Sacramento State. 

Sac State coach David Suther- 
land never had a player referred 
to him like this, but he knew who 
Astha was. Astha said she quickly 
came to the conclusion that not 
only did Sutherland have about a 
decade of experience on the PGA 
Tour, but he also knew how to 
keep things relaxed and fun with 
the team. She said she fell in love 
with the fact that she could play 
golf year-round and that there 
are several golf courses near the 
University. 

It took just one day to change 
her collegiate path, as she com- 
mitted to Sac State. The ripple 
effect would change the life of 
her sister, Nishtha, who followed 
Astha to Sacramento two years 
later. 

Astha was away from her fam- 


of San Francisco. 





ily and. her country for the first 
time in her life. The biggest differ- 
ence, she said, was the way people 
act, but being on a team helps. 

“It’s almost polar opposite,” 
Astha said. “India is communi- 
ty-based. But golf is a team sport 
in college, and our team dynamic 
is so good. ‘The team feels more 
like a family.” 

Astha thrived as a freshman: 
she won the Matador Invitational, 
finished in a tie for second place 
at the Big Sky Championship and 
was named Big Sky Co-Freshman 
of the Year. She then dropped her 
freshman scoring average from 
76.18 to 75.28 (third in school his- 
tory) as a junior and is averaging 
74.11 as a senior. 

Nishtha continued to play in 
India during Astha’s first two 
years in college before coming to 
Sacramento herself. 

“The coach seemed like a 
great person, and I loved how 
green it is,” Nishtha said. “It was 
a pretty easy decision.” 

In her junior year, Astha was 
able to mentor and help acclimate 
incoming freshmen Nishtha and 
Sofie Babic from Sweden, who 
was also new to the United States. 

She! Qa definitaly? helgul 
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right, helped lead the women’s golf team to its first Big Sky Conference Championship since 2007. 


Madan sisters thrive since move from India 





Babic said. “She is a really good 
friend and person. I know she will 
always be there if I need her.” 

Despite the family dynamic, 
the team struggled early last sea- 
son with three of the team’s five 
starters being freshmen or soph- 
omore. However, the Hornets im- 
proved as the season went on, as 
they won two of their final three 
tournaments, including the Big 
Sky Championship where Astha 
hit the winning shot on a playoff 
hole. It was the team’s first con- 
ference title since 2007. 

Nishtha’s average of 75.55 asa 
freshman was fifth in school histo- 
ry, and she is on pace to break that 
this season. Meanwhile, Astha is 
closing out her senior season with 
goals of joining the Ladies Profes- 
sional Golf Association after she 
graduates. According to Suther- 
land, her short game and mental 
approach are at a professional lev- 
el, and she is getting stronger on 
her drives. 

“IT don’t think any player has 
ever graduated from here having 
the effect Astha had,” Sutherland 
said. “I don’t even want to think 
about what our program will be 


without her. Astha is a really great 
leader to this group.” ow? riinigw 
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Tables and power outlets are all that’s needed for Sac State students to game together 


Gabriel lonica 
@H3nleyCSGO 





It’s not a rare sight to see stu- 
dents on campus playing different 
games during their free time; im 
fact, places like the AIRC and the 
Union have even become local hot 
spots for gamers to gather. 

Even outside of gaming clubs, 
these students can be seen huddled 
in groups of three or four in the 
Union or the AIRC focused on 
their laptop screens without speak- 
ing a single word to one another. 
There are some who play alone, 
and others who take part in the 
many tournaments hosted by the 
Games Room. 

Nicholas Crawford, a junior 
construction management major, 
can be found clacking away on 
his laptop on the second floor of 
the Union. Other gamers found 
in the same area are students who 
play “Magic the Gathering,” a 
competitive card game. Accord- 
ing to Crawford, the area is a nice, 
secluded spot with enough power 
outlets and doesn’t carry much of 
the noise that comes from the hus- 
tle and bustle of ‘The Union. 

“(The Union) is where most 
of the geeks met, starting around 
three years ago,” Crawford said. 
“You used to be able to see people 
playing all kinds of games there 
from “Magic the Gathering’ and 
‘Yu-Gi-Oh!’ to board games, but 
the numbers have been in decline, 
as many left, graduated or got bus- 
ier schedules.” 

Crawford mainly plays 
“League of Legends” (LoL), a 
multiplayer online _battle-arena 
game where players take control 
of a “champion,” each equipped 
with unique abilities. They battle 
against another team of players. 
Thé main goal is usually to destroy 
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Left to right, brothers Gunnar and Garrett Hood can be seen nearly every day in the Union playing ‘League of Legends’ on their PCs. 


the enemy team’s “nexus,” a struc- 
ture placed on the opposite side of 
the map in the middle of the op- 
ponent’s base. Along the way, play- 
ers must destroy several defensive 
structures called “towers” while 
eliminating opposing players. 

Since LoL is based on team- 
work, every decision made by each 
player affects the team, and it’s 
common to see players shouting 
out commands and strategies to 
one another mid-game. Crawford 
said that he likes this aspect of the 
game, which is why he prefers to 
play LoL. 

Josh Olson, a junior computer 
science major, said he sees many 


of these gaming groups in the 
AIRC and that some of players 
can be disruptive. Olson is an avid 
LoL player himself, but he said he 
doesn’t take part in that culture 
because he considers the campus 
a learning environment and does 
not want to be distracted from his 
studies. 

“Td prefer some areas to be 
more of a learning zone for ev- 
eryone,” Olson said. “Some play- 
ers are inconsiderate of people 
studying around them. ‘There are 
people who like to play in groups, 
and they can be very loud in areas 
meant for studying.” 

Gunnar Hood, a sophomore 


mechanical engineering major, 
plays LoL in the Union and said 
that he finds the most enjoyment 
in the game compared with others 
because it raises his player skill lev- 
el, or “Elo,” as gamers call it. 

“Pve played (LoL) for eight 
years, so it’s the game I played 
longest,” Hood “I play 
other games like ‘Paragon’ and 
‘Overwatch,’ but not on campus. 
I mostly play ‘League’ because it 
constantly shifts your Elo, which 
makes it a constant challenge.” 

Although there are official 
gaming organizations on campus 
like the “League of Legends” and 
“Super Smash Bros.” clubs, nei- 


said. 


ther Hood nor Crawford are part 
of them simply because of time 
constraints in their schedule. 

While the Union is a second 
home to many students —— some 
who come to nap and others who 
come to study — Crawford said 
that people are often too busy with 
their own activities to bother him 
and his gamer friends when they 
get together in the Union to play 
together. 

“T honestly don’t notice the oth- 
ers (around us),” Crawford said. 
“Some are curious every now and 
then, but most are too involved in 
whatever they are doing to bother 


o> 


us. 
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THE TG-BIT NOSTA 


SNES Classic lets players relive the 90s 
with some of the decade's best games 


Robert Todd 


@rohsnewssource 





It was the summer of 94, I 
killed it on my seventh-grade re- 
port card and my mom rewarded 
my hard work with a new vid- 
eo game. That epoch of my life 
would henceforth be known as 
the summer of “Super Metroid,” 
a time when my biggest concern 
was trekking through the laby- 
rinths below the surface of planet 
Zebes to stop the Space Pirates’ 
plan to conquer the galaxy using 
the titular Metroid species as a 
bio-weapon. 

This is one of many fond 
memories my younger self made 
while playing the Super Nintendo 
Entertainment System (SNES). 
So, when Nintendo announced 
the SNES Classic Edition earlier 
this year, | was excited to relive 
those simpler times. 

Having played it for a few 
weeks now, | can confidently say 
the SNES Classic Edition is a 
fantastic little package for any 
student looking to tickle their nos- 
talgia or for others who want to 
experience some of the most in- 
fluential games of the “90s for the 
first time. 


* The SNES Classic Edition 
is a follow-up to last year’s NES 
Classic Edition, and like its pre- 
decessor, the SNES Classic is a 
miniaturized version of the orig- 
inal hardware that inspired it. It 
contains 21 built-in games, in- 
cluding classics like “Super Ma- 
rio World” and “Donkey Kong 
Country.” Also included in the 
box: two replica SNES control- 
lers, HDMI and USB cables and 
a power adapter, all for the MSRP 
or B/9 99. 

When you power up the con- 
sole, you're greeted by a simple 
menu screen featuring the orig- 
inal cover art for each game ac- 
companied by a jaunty, | 6-bit-in- 
spired tune. From here, you can 
access various video and screen- 
saver settings, as well as save- 
state and rewind features, which 
can help inexperienced players 
get through some of the games’ 
tougher challenges. 

I’ve tested all 21 games and 
even played a handful through 
to completion, and the emulation 
quality is top-shelf. The games 
look and sound just as I remem- 
ber them. The controls feel re- 
sponsive as well, and I couldn't 
detect any of the input lag that 
seems to plague many re-releases 


REVIEW 


of old games on other consoles 
and services. 

One problem with the con- 
trollers, however, is that they are 
wired, and the cord length is only 
about five feet. This means the 
SNES Classic won’t work well in 
big living rooms unless you pur- 
chase controller extensions or a 
longer HDMI cable. It’s for the 
best, as you'll need the console’s 
reset button close by to access the 
main menu and use the extra fea- 
tures anyway. For students living 
in a dorm room or small apart- 
ment, however, the cord length 
shouldn’t be an issue. 

Another problem with the 
SNES Classic is what isn’t there. 
While the library of games is var- 
ied and robust, there are some 
notable omissions. Some missing 
titles include “Chrono rigger,” 
which is considered by many to 
be one of the greatest Japanese 


role-playing games of all time, 
and the far superior sequel to 
“Donkey Kong Country.” Hope- 
fully, Nintendo will offer players a 
way to expand their game library 
in the future. 

Despite these small gripes, the 
SNES Classic Edition is nice piece 
of kit that’s a great value for what 
youre getting, especially for stu- 
dents on a budget. Each of these 
games costed $60 or more back in 
the day, and some of them, like 
“Earthbound,” go for hundreds 
of dollars on eBay today. 

As an older nerd for nostal- 
gia, this console scratches me 
right where I itch, but the SNES 
Classic should have something 
for folks of all ages. 1 managed to 
get one for my 8-year-old neph- 
ew, and now, he too is making his 
way through the bowels of Zebes 
to stop the intergalactic Metroid 
menace. 
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Rick and 
Morty 


A single episode was re- 
sponsible for the outpouring 
of fans who swarmed their 
local McDonald’s on Oct. 7 
in search of the discontinued 
Szechuan sauce featured in the 
season three opener. ‘The show 
is centered around 14-year-old 
Morty and his grandfather, 
Rick, a mad scientist who uses 
his portal gun to hop through 
different dimensions. Rick and 
Morty (usually Rick) almost al- 
ways find a way to upset aliens 
and other-dimensional beings 
they meet, which always leads 
to hilarity. 


Despite what you may have 
heard from the fallout of the 
Szechuan sauce promotion, 
or how unfunny pickle Rick is, 
the show, as a whole, is fun and 
extremely clever. Its humor has 
a little something for everyone, 
including obscure pop culture 
references and everything from 
dick jokes to science jokes. 


“Rick and Morty” is availa- 
ble online through Adult Swim 
and Hulu. 
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Bob's Burgers 


“Bob’s Burgers” manag- 
es to be nb-crushingly funny 
without ever getting too vulgar 
for network TV. The show fol- 
lows Bob Belcher, his wife, Lin- 
da, and their three children, 
‘Tina, Gene and Louise, as they 
run a local burger-restaurant. 


Bob holds a petty rivalry 
with fellow restaurant owner 
Jimmy Pesto, who runs the Ital- 
ian restaurant right across the 
street. Bob’s teenage daughter, 
‘Tina, always seems to be pur- 
suing boys and is especially 
obsessed with butts and Pesto’s 
son, Jimmy Jr Whether it’s 
Bob becoming a hostage in 
his own restaurant or gettng 
into a petty competition with 
Pesto for the high score on the 
“Burger Boss” arcade game, 
there’s never a dull moment 
with the Belcher family. 


The eighth season of 
“Bob’s Burgers” airs Sundays 
on Fox at 7:30 and episodes are 
also available online through 
Fox and Hulu. 
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Alchemist: 


Brotherhood 


This anime follows the 
Elric brothers, Edward and 
Alphonse, as they hone their 
alchemy skills in hopes of find- 
ing a way to bring their dead 
mother back to life. When they 
were children, Edward lost his 
right arm and left lower leg, 
and Alphonse lost his body 
during their first attempt to res- 
urrect their mother. 


Alphonse had his soul 
bonded to a suit of armor and 
Edward’s missing body parts 
were replaced with prosthetic 
“automail” limbs. In search 
of a solution to their predic- 
ament, the brothers travel to 
the capital city to train as state 
alchemists, special government 
soldiers who combine _ the 
power of science and natural 
energy to bend physical ele- 
ments. During their work in 
the military, the brothers slowly 


start uncovering a government 


conspiracy. 


“Fullmetal Alchemist: 
Brotherhood” is __ available 
online through Hulu and 
Crunchyroll. 


Star Wars: The 


Clone Wars 


This quasi-anthology _ series 
takes place between “Star Wars: 
Attack of the Clones” and “Star 
Wars: Revenge of the Sith.” 
While it does feature arcs focused 
on popular characters like Anakin 
Skywalker and Obi Wan Kenobi, 
it also delves deeper into lesser 
known characters like bounty 
hunter Cad Bane and clone com- 
mander “Rex.” 


Despite bemg marketed to- 
ward a younger audience, the 
show is great for college-aged 
viewers because of its campy 
“Star Wars” fun paired with dark 
and sometimes violent under- 
tones. The threat of characters’ 
deaths gives a real weight to the 
story and makes you more invest- 
ed in their development. ‘The mix 
of lighthearted adventure and 
serious action with well-known 
characters make “The Clone 
Wars” the perfect show to come 
home and binge watch. 


“Star Wars: ‘The Clone Wars” 
is available online through Netflix. 
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Festival of New American Music 
- Nov. 3 - 12 


The School of Music is scheduled 
to host two weeks of events for the 
40th annual Festival of New Amer- 
ican Music. The festival will feature 
composer forums, lectures and mu- 
sical performances by renowned art- 
ists. An opening gala concert will be 
held on Nov. 3 with performances by 
classical music ensemble Citywater, 
guitarist David Tanenbaum and art 
and music performers Line Upon 
Line Percussion. Admission is free to 
the public. A full schedule is avail- 
able on the School of Music website. 


Empowering Women of Color 
Conference - Nov. 17 


Now in its fourth year, the pur- 
pose of this annual conference is to 
provide students with a forum to dis- 
cuss issues involving women of color. 
This year’s theme is “Unapologetic 
Self-Care: Reclaiming Self as an Act 
of Preservation,” and it is meant to 
empower students to put themselves 
first in terms of self-care. Lectures, 
workshops and a meditation activi- 
ty are set from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
in the Union Redwood Room. Poet 
and activist Terisa Siagatonu will de- 
liver a keynote speech. 


TEDxCSUS - Nov. 77 


TED Talks will arrive to Sacra- 
mento State as part of the TEDx 
program, a TED event independent- 
ly organized by local community 
members. Speakers for the event 
include Morgan Glover, a Sac State 
student who aspires to be a neurosci- 
entist and help the world with mem- 
ory loss. Another Sac State alumnus, 
John Davidson, will speak about his 
experience as a marketer. Tickets 
are $100 and are available on the 


TEDxCSUS website. 

































Opera concert - Nov. 17- 19 


© Students from the opera theatre 


. . program will take the stage for “Ber- 
G lin to Broadway with Kurt Weill: A 


mae) 


© Musical Voyage,” an opera concert 
© celebrating the career of Kurt Weill, 
© a Jewish composer. This concert will 


g take the audience back to the early 
| 1900s through the sound of opera, 
starting in Hitler’s Germany and 
ending with Harry Truman’s presi- 
© dency in the United States. ‘The per- 
2 formance will take place in the Cap- 
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7 istrano Concert Hall at 7:30 p.m. 


and the final show on Nov. 19 will 
begin at 2 p.m. Tickets range from 


$5-$10. 
5 “Annie” musical - Nov. 29- Dec. 10 


Professor Ed Brazo from the de- 


e sical that explores the life of Annie, 
@ a young girl who tries to run away 
zi from her orphanage in hopes of find- 
© ing her birth parents. The musical, 
= known for its hits like “Tomorrow” 
© and “It’s the Hard Knock Life,” will 
@ be held at the University Theatre in 
& Shasta Hall. Tickets range from $15- 
‘ $20 and are available online or in 
® person at the Hornet Ticket Office. 









é Battle of the Bands - Nov. 30 


Ten local bands, all from different 
: musical genres, will compete for the 
® chance to win a $500 Guitar Center 
® gift card and perform a paid Noon- 
Ser concert in the following spring 
= semester. UNIQUE Programs will 
© host the annual Battle of the Bands 
© competition in the Union Ballroom 
® at 7:30 p.m. Admission to the event 
sis free. 
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Parking isn’t the only problem; the students of a ‘commuter campus’ also don’t have many viable alternatives to get to Sac State. A new gas tax could be the key to more options. 





Sac State needs to be first in line 


UNIVERSITY SHOULD LOBBY FOR GAS TAX MONEY TO IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION 


Work that smile, shake hands 
firmly and consider the bend-and- 
snap; Sacramento State needs to 
lobby hard for some of that sweet, 
sweet gas tax money. 

California’s 12-cent-per-gallon 
tax on gas goes into effect Nov. 1. 
The money from the tax increase 
is slated to go toward improving 
the quality of the roads and free- 
ways all over the state and help 
create funding for expanded pub- 
lic transit systems and better trans- 
portation programs overall. 

That second part should get all 
of our collective stingers way, way 
up. 

The parking and driving situa- 
tion at Sacramento State is a night- 
mare. Some of that is temporary; 
ongoing construction has removed 
around 1,200 parking spaces on 


campus, and even before then, 
students and employees know it’s 
been an issue for much longer. 

Though the ending of con- 
struction and a new parking ga- 
rage will eventually help alleviate 
that crunch, it won’t solve one key 
issue. 

Sac State has always been, and 
continues to be, a “commuter 
campus.” As the cheapest, most 
accessible university in the Sacra- 
mento area, it draws people from 
many other areas, and not all of 
them are willing to leave home 
and move into the dorms or sur- 
rounding apartments to attend. It’s 
unlikely to change, and that’s fine. 

For those Hornets who choose 
to live in Sacramento (or had al- 
ready lived here before attending), 
our free Regional ‘Iransit passes 


ensure admittance onto buses and 
light rails; RT) as a whole, is widely 
criticized by those who regularly 
use it, or used to before giving up 
on it. 

Criticisms include buses and 
light rails nearly always running 
late, being unclean or even dan- 
gerous to ride and not spreading 
aCTOSS adequately 
considering the expansive na- 
ture of the city’s surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

‘The Hornet shuttles are almost 
always late as well, and its hours 
end early considering the amount 
of students still on campus after 
the 5 p.m. end time for the Gold, 
Green and Stinger lines. 

But don’t worry, the line to Ra- 
mona Lot goes well into the night! 
‘The cold, poorly lit and uncovered 


Sacramento 


night. 

‘Though riding your bike is an 
option, it is increasingly harrow- 
ing, as construction on campus has 
risen. It’s hard to share the road 
on campus, and it’s even harder 
to get to campus safely on a bike, 
depending on the distance. 

So, Sac State needs to take 
some it’s brightest, most persuasive 
figures (Herky?) and send them 
straight to the State Capitol so 
future students can have a better 
time getting to campus or maybe 
even consider living closer, if it’s 
convenient enough. 

How about more direct lines 
from high-population areas in Sac- 
ramento to campus? More buses 
that find their way closer to cam- 
pus? Another parking structure 


where Parking Lot 7 is now? Shut- 


tles running later into the night? 

Some of these ideas could have 
their costs offset by selling Ramo- 
na Lot, as it’s about as useful long- 
term as a ham sandwich. 

Some ideas may or may not 
be possible considering that Sac 
State is surrounded by a river, a 
freeway and a railroad. But with 
Science If almost wiping out cam- 
pus reserves, money is tight, and 
anything the University can get 
from this new gas tax could seri- 
ously help change Sac State for the 
better. 

It’s practically assured that Sac 
State students commuting from all 
over Northern California will be 
heavily paying into this gas tax. We 
may as well fight hard to get som 
of it back. 7 
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RACISM IN ONLINE GAMING MUST BE ADDRESSED — 


TOXIC GAMING COMMUNITIES 
MUST FACE REAL CONSEQUENCES 
IF WE EXPECT TO SEE CHANGE 


Khanlin Rodgers 
@khanlibear 


I was 11 years old the first time 
that I managed to secure an inter- 
net connection fast enough for me 
to play my Playstation 2 online. 
‘The brown-skinned character I 
had created to represent myself 
in the game was ready to step into 
the new frontier of online gaming, 
and so was I. Or at least, I thought 
I was. 

Before long, much of my free 
time was consumed by chasing 
new virtual adventures with my 
friends and besting my opponents 
in competitive arenas. I quickly 
found out, though, that I wasn’t 
quite ready for the backlash I 
would face simply by participating 
in a hobby I thought was meant 
for everyone to enjoy. 

If you’re at all familiar with 
the culture of online gaming, you 
know all too well how vile some 
people can be over voice chat. For 
those of you who haven't had any 
first-hand experience, well, it can 


get bad. Really bad. 

“Can we please kick this dumb 
n****r from the group.” 

The message scrolled across 
the chat box at the bottom of the 
screen after I had failed to com- 
plete my task in my raid group and 
made the whole team start the boss 
fight over again for the fifth time. 

The N-word, and a plethora 
other slurs I had never even heard 
before, soon became the norm for 
me after this incident. The one 
thing that my family had taken ev- 
ery precaution to shield me from 
eventually became a part of my 
daily interactions online. 

Obviously, people spewing their 
ignorant, hateful sentiments online 
is nothing new, but the problem 
seems to have gotten significantly 
worse over the course of the past 
year. 

Blizzard Entertainment, the 
studio behind the 
game “Overwatch,” has actually 


competitive 


had to halt development on new 
content for the game in order 
to focus its time on combating 
the sexism and racism within the 








KHANLIN RODGERS - The State Hornet 


Although online video games are meant to be a means of escape and entertainment, many players are 
subjected to unwanted language and harassment at the hands of their online competitors... 


community. 

Felix Kjellberg, owner of the 
No. 1 subscribed YouTube chan- 
nel, “PewDiePie”, is also guilty 
of using racial slurs. Last month, 
he called one of his opponents 
the N-word while live streaming, 
He promptly uploaded a shallow 
apology video after receiving neg- 
ative criticism and claimed that 
the word just “slipped out.” After- 
wards, there were no consequenc- 
es for him at all. 


FEY SAC STATE! 


Slurs like this don’t just “slip 
out” though. Most people, no 
matter how frustrated they are in 
a competitive setting, don’t resort 
to racial slurs as an insult. Unless, 
of course, racial slurs are already a 
part of their everyday vocabulary. 

Even though racism and sexism 
are blights to the gaming commu- 
nity as a whole, there’s no surefire 
way to combat them without hold- 
ing people accountable. 

Between the anonymity that 





the internet provides and the cur- 
rent state of race relations in our 
country, it’s no surprise that people 
online are brazen enough to say 
things that they likely wouldn’t in 
person. 

However, we won't make any 
progress until the issue is treated 
with the attention it deserves, and 
perpetrators of the problem are 
met with more than just a slap on 
the wrist. 


Now that you’ve heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters 
to the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte 
Hall, room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 
clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 
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